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meaſure of : an Union being a 
, which more than any other, involves 
ire r e of 


* 


in the itkire of his country, to. hay 

| before his fellow citizens, thoſe conſiderations 
that have eſcaped the obſervation or bare not 
been dwelt on as much as their 
ſerved, by thoſe who have already ad 
ic upon the ſubject. Thoſe, wh 
ught to diſplay ſpirit in reſiſting th 
_ would remind, that 2 2 be determined 
ban | Oy je 
e the meaſure with effect, —it i is not by 
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1 am e in intimating this as for 
whatever may be my vn opinions on the ſub- 


Jett —it is my moſt 1 t wiſh, that if che 10 
| poſed meaſure do not meet the approbatio 
bp of the majority of the honeſt, diſintereſted, and 
| thinking, part of / the” community, that if not 
5 abandoned, it may be defeated; ſince otherwiſe 
this meaſure, however good in itſelf, . 
my opinion, be attended with incalculable miſ- 
chief.— It has been inſinuated by the enemies 
of an Union, and not contradicted by its friends, 
That the ſucceſs of the meaſure will c eee moch 0 
upon . the animoſities and ntipathy w 
part of the people beat to another: In ſhort, it 
is faid, that the Catholics out of ere N re- 
venge to che Orange Harem ene ad 
forward this meaſure, os at leaſt, | 
| upon the occafion,—I do vexily anions ſuch in- | 
[4 finuations to be utterly falſe, and groundleſs=—F 
xo the Catolic body, and from: that know- 
ledge I do confidently. affirm, that they areinca- 
4 pable of being influenced: Sha, fuck ee ir 
| * motives; 1 know the 0 


KK”, : 4 15 3 1 . ? L e * SY he) I 
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 Rethat'"delnfien' is at an end—the Catholics. 
muſt recollect, that the) form the great- majori- 0 
ty of the nation, and therefore are more than any 
other body concerned to determine right upon 
2 queſtion involving the deareſt, and moſt eſſen⸗ 
tial intereſts of their country—the: faction, that 3 
has oppoſed the Cathe?: es, from its numbers, 
and its folly muſt be räther the object of pity, 
and conte wt, than hatred; and revenge the 
Catholics have been too long accuſtomed to 
miſrepreſentation to be at this time of day i in- 
the ſmalleſt degree affected by it do there 
fore reſt aſſured, that the Catholics deſpiſing on 
the one hand the foul imputations of inſidious 7 
Uliberal men; and on the other ſpurning the 
| unworthy; and diſcraceful ſuggeſtions of deſign- 
Ing men their pretended friends; will not obſerve 5 
a criminal neutrality, but act upon this occaſion - 
with a becoming dignity; in mort, that they 
will feel, and think on this bufin 1517 in a manner 
| _ worthy of-Iriſh he in en Ghether i it is intended on 5 
_ this oecaſion, to concede. to the Catholics, the. 
| trifling favours that are ſtill withheld, © know £ 
not, but I would think it time idly ſpent, to de- | 
monſtrate to the Cotholics, that a thought of ſo 
trifling a nature ſhaould ſearcely enter i into. their 


B 2 . conſe 


of Ireland, 1 muſt of ook n No to ad- 


| Pert Here I fall bt Aden as wetd 
F ow 


nt = A d fair 


„ . may be ſome impeding y 
_ diſcuſſion of the merits of thi: queſtion. from 
national. pride, a feeling of this kind may have 


an influence upon Triſhmen, who are ſuppoſed to 


5 be extremely partial, and attached to their na- 


15 idea of Ireland being no longer conſide. 


Zee eee RAIN 8 ang g 5 
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tive country We may feel ourſelves hurt at the 


| independent country—but ſurely this can weigh ; 

but little with my countrymen, when tlie) 
. ouſly reflect, how low, and degraded 

a of Ireland at preſent i is among all other natio! 
+ appeal to thoſe, who have travelled moſt, —if 
they have not found, that to the name of Iriſh- 
man, every thing deſpicable, and ridiculous is 
attached. that with all manki id, the firſt im- 
preſſion are againſt you, that 4 ſeries of uniform 
god conduct is neceſſary to wipe away the 
erime ue your air ain not * you 


N. that, I think nk ſuch opinions 2908 
ST unfounded, aud lib ral, knowing: as 1 do, that 
you poſſeſs every. quality. chat can adorn; or 
render re ſpectable the human character, that you 
5 4 inhabit a country that contains the ſeeds of 

hs national greanch, yes my countrymen I have 
. ought ; of this, the thought has often cut 
17 me - tothe. core—But it has left a deep rooted 

impreſſion upon my mind, that a change is ne- 

ceſſary in chat ſyſtem, which in my opinion, is 


e the ſole cauſe of our weakneſs, and diene 


ty thoſe conſiderations will convince you 


10 that if we can ſatisſy our Judgments, that any 


12 ſubſtantial benefits may be aquired by our ac- 
. _ ceding to the propoſed meaſure of an Union. 


3 that we are about to make no great! crifice of 
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g I e it Arikes me; Sie 


| 1 e are e three things we ought to keep ſteadily 
" our view, and neyer loſe ſight of; firſt, the ſtate 


of our own country, ſecondly, that of the country 


155 we are going to unite with, and laſtly, the ſtate 


of the ſurrounding nations of Europe Wich 5 
- regard to the firſt, I do not think myſelf com- 
. n 3 nor do J feel i i neceſſary here to decide, 


St 


— 


8 who, 


* 
” * 


what or what party, were we immediate cauſes. 
of reducing the country to its preſent . ) "8 | 
. Rate, it is not for me to fay, at whoſe door, lies. 
the blood of the thouſands of my brave unhappy. : 
countrymen; who. periſhed i in the late fruitleſs 
conteſt, © be that to themſelves, and their God, 
who ever they are — But I really think the. leaſt : 
benefit we can reap from this dear bought « ex- 5 
perience, is, that we ſhould detive. an inſtructive e 8 
leſſon „chat it may proye a warning calling 
atoud upon us to take precaonay, and. my 1 
ventative meaſures ainſt the recurrence of ſimi- 


6 ö * "Sf # of 
2 
ain 
; x 8 


* have heard a i great © deal kid —_ our WY WE 


many things of this nature, a that n 
ſhould induce us to ſurrender thoſe ble | 


rather abuſe? with) names eſto wok? ear 5 

experienced the full enjoyment of all thoſe rs 5 

ed bleflings—You have taſted their fruits, and 
bitter enough, 1 believe vou have found — 
iſn to ſecure . to 3 


I will ſtate what enjoyments I. wil 

you, and which in my opinion you have almoſt 

a Oy” of ſecuring by- an Union obtained © 
vpon 


— — 


. . p ek me a th eta ong 


ofthe fruits lag from exertions of honeſt i in- 
duſtr ;—theſe are bleſſings, to. which you have 
been long ſtrangers, and therefore ought to be 

the more e of eſtimating thei fs AA 


* will bell n "Hot for . ear: 73 6 
your perſons have bean ſecured—you | have held. 
your lives at the precarious tenure of the will of : 

the informer,” if you eſcaped his vigilence ence, you 
were ſtill liable to be torn from 8 
tranſported on board a tender And this not hy 

the verdict of your peers inc fe -ntly choſen, as | 
required by che very fir, and fundamental prin - 
ciples of the on ion we are ſaid to poſſeſ 
no, but by the fat of a few. venal ignorant, 
prejudiced,” tyrannical,. petty magiſtrates ; 3 your 
perſons. were further expoſed to the fury, and 
inſult of an unbridled, lic. ntious ſoldiery- and ; 
7 as if this were not enough, for the further Pro- 5 


— 


teffion of your lives, and' perſons,—a ſyſtem. of Wn 


torture, long ab ndoned i in every civilized coun- 4 
try for its inſufficiency, injuſtice, and barbarity, 
was revived, and i its ule Rs adopted— 
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* deterred from br rhe 


- thoſe offetiders to- Juſtice, as you m muſt be —_ 5 
* of adding lofs of life to lofs of} prope! for 


dot natural or man | ro miles great' erer bee is . 
Fon, ar e e are inſure, 
duch circumſtances 9 © efficiert 
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and the preſent brustion of 


1 unoffeiding Swiſs can tell, whether the anxious 
of French be not to | 
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i ene peg this is era. 
That they could e ſuch eee 


1 eg N en He” ume thi 
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their: ingenuity they may lec TE you, but 


they muſt be men of very fanguine diſpoſiti- 


ons to be deceived themſelves, and callous as 
are ſuppoſed to be the difpoſitions of theſe 


| Philoſophers, wh | in; their phyſical experi- 


L far more ſo 


ö muſt be the diſpoſttions of men, who. are 


content to try political experiments at the 
certain expence of the fortune, and lives of 


thouſands of their fellow countrymen—But 
altho' I think France cannot ſend here any 
efficient, and effectual force to accompliſh a 
ſeperation, yet it is certain that during the | 
_ continuance of the war; and how long it may - 


ö continue the wileſt man cannot Tre French 
* 5 FC nic ace 


whenever they can 
ns bin TOs: and ted 


5 dime to N and Are eren cer e 
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_ Ir is 28 certain that many of our diſean 
tented countrymen. and diſcontented they 
hs be as long 28 the preſent {yl 
diene will e "the Rangard of th 


made ſome 3 — 5 A nab ſel 

be will ſurrender; and nothing remain th be 
done unleſß to doom thoſe of my unhappy 
| countrymen who joined the invader-and>have 
not fallen in the field, either to the Gibbet 
1 —thus the Tragety you have 
ſeem: acted not many weeks ag vou will. ſee 
repeated and repreſented Again ab eee 
For che Etench. cunceive t this | 
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they little regard, as it. is certain they think 


more of neon Þ of one io ou: moſt in · 


! 


x1 


\- Vee" — 


. 


* oy: ”Y r 
— l —]7«Prꝛ ee Y 


r 


* 


& PIR NED 
— —— — 


—— ̃ — — . * — —ů— — 
— * 


* 


— U 


— k ͤͤ——œ—2 Ef... — 


7777 cer Inn 
» 


— — 
$44 - 


N 
-& + Ve 
Ht - 
: 
; 
, 
| 


by = 


PPP 
ue n - N * MCs — * 
— 
1 
— 
| — 8 
% * $ 
5 — 


1 u bu. the;by ought to teach us,, f 
ink ſo. little of the fate gf their .own,pec 
reaſona e 20 eres den f 8 
5, YG ;pf,qurs;;-7 all hiſtory will 
thew. us. how little in iimilar clrcamllances 
one nation can ne upon the faith of ano- 
ther, even in a very recent inſtunce- the un · 
bappy inſurgents in Ia Vendee ſay that mw 
eee eee er 0] 
23 ae fate of, this berg. 
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FFT ES FIR pa -nations chey are outraged 
| and promiſe aid and affiftaneoifrom the pow- 
ene ät war with-Frante ;—Fbelleve they will | 
find themſelves deteived they wilt hot 1 


any effectipl ance ant Mele a 
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Is 


e ad bravery worthy of ae they 
will be ſacrificed, and cruſhed by the 79885 | 


of Fade, 
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But while we remain in ſuſpence, and doubt- | 
ful anxious expectation of a French invaſion, 
in the proſpect of a ſeparation, what treat- 
ment are we to expect from England, to 
whoſe powe! T we certainly. muſt lie expoſed ? 
conlider—the people of England : are engaged | 
almoſt with unanimity in a war carried on 
with the greateſt animoſity, and deadly hatred | 
: © againſt an enemy, whom they conceive to aim 


at their happineſs, and that of all Europe, — 


while then E agland believes the people of 
this country are allied to that enemy in prin- 
ciple, and are engaged to deliver up the coun- 


rom 


try to him, can it naturally be expected from 


her, that ſhe ſhould have ears for Iriſh com- 


plaint, or feelings for Iriſh ſuffering?—no,— 
ſhe will treat Ireland as a conquered country 
as a country tenable but by force, the will 
rule Ireland with 2 rod of iron. And it is 
to be remembered, —that while England keeps ; 
this country. from the graſp c of France, while 


the: can Aray from Ireland the uſual ſuppſy of 
5 | men 


* 


9 
* 


— * 


18 - 


men to recruit her Armies, and man lier 


| fleets, England may go on, and flouriſh —and 


this ſhe may do; although Ireland at the ſame 


time be hurrying on with accelerating force 


to the profoundeſt depths of miſery g and de. 


| folation. 


I now come to the ſecond ki of change 
which I fuppoſe to be in the E templation 
of many people that oppoſe an Union, — this f 
is to preſerve the preſent connection with 
En gland, and ſeek by peaceable, and legal means 


2 reform, as the remedy for all our ills, and 


complaints; this is a meaſure, that wears ſo 


fair an aſpect, and is in general entertained | 
= by men of ſo much reſpectability, and fo 
1 pure intentions, that 1 think the meaſure de- 


ſerves conſideration more from the reſpecta- 


bility of the quarter it comes recommended 


from, than any thing in itſelf ; men in their 


zeal for an. object ſo fair ſeem to have over- 
looked the difficulty of its attainment, the 7 
friends and well wiſhers of this change, 
ground their hopes upon this, that the Bri- 
tiſh Government will now grow wiſe from 8 
5 What is paſt, —that = will ſee the impolicy 5 
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of the ſyſtem [hitherto purſued, and now be- 


gin to concede to the wiſhes and conciliate. 
the affections of the people of Ireland; this is 
plauſible, and what T myſelf think would be 


wiſe and juſt in the government of England 
but I am not now to take into my confide- 


ration what I think would be wiſe in them 
to. do, but if they are likely ſo to doz now | 
every inducement, every argument that is now 
uſed, or can'be uſed for this purpoſe applied 
with tenfold force at different periods ſince 
the commencement of the preſent war, at a 
time when' England was diſcomfited in all 
her projects, in the hour of her diſtreſs, and 
in the days of her adverſity, when her enemy 
was in the full career of conqueſt unchecked, ' 


and almoſt unoppoſed, threatening. moſt ſeri- 


oully the overthrow of every government. in 
Europe, at a time too when the people of 
England were much divided, when in Ire- 
land a moſt formidable conſpiracy had reared 
its head, -and was rapidly gaining ground, at 
| that time the Britiſh Miniſter was told, —what 
madneſs not to unite all the people of Ireland 
in the common cauſe againſt the common 
enemy this warning came from the pro- 
MS N 
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men to recruit her Armies, and man lier 


fleets, England may go on, and flouriſſi, —and 
this ſhe may do; although Ireland at the ſame 


time be hurrying on with accelerating force 


to the profoundeſt depths of miſery R and. de- 


| n 


I now come to the ſecond kin, of change | 
which 1 fuppoſe to be in the [+ Jtemplation 
of many people that oppoſe an Union, — this 
is to preſerve the preſent connection with 


En gland, and ſeek by peaceable, and legal means 
a reform, as the remedy for all our ills, and 
complaints; this is a meaſure, that wears ſo 


fair an aſpect, and is in general entertained 
by men of ſo much reſpectability, and fo 


| pure intenrions, that 1 think the meaſure de- 
ſerves. conſideration more from the reſpecta· 


bility of the quarter i it comes recommended | 
from, than any thing in itſelf ; men in their 


zeal for an. object ſo fair ſeem to have over- 
| looked the difficulty of its attainment, the 


friends and well wiſhers of this change, 


ground their hopes upon this, that the Bri- 


tiſh Government will now grow wiſe from 


| what is paſt, —that they will ſee the impolicy : 


- 


of 


of the ſyſtem hitherto purſued, and now be- 
gin to concede to the wiſhes and conciliate 
the affectiohs of the people of Ireland; this is 
plauſible, and what T myſelf think would be 
wiſe and juſt in the government of England 
but I am not now to take into my confide- 
ration what I think would be wiſe in them 
to- 40, but if they are likely ſo to do; nom 
| every inducement, every argument that is now 
| uſed, or can be uſed for this purpoſe applied 
with tenfold force at different periods ſince 
the commencement of the preſent war, at a 
time when England was diſcomfited in all 
her projects, in the hour of her diſtreſs, and 
in the days of her adverſity, when her enemy 
was in the full career of conquoſt unchecked, 
and almoſt unoppoſed, threatening: moſt ſeri- 
_ oully the overthrow of every government in 
Europe, at a time too when the people of 
England were much divided, when in Ire- 
land a moſt formidable conſpiracy had reared” 
its head, -and was rapidly gaining ground, at 
| that time the Britiſh Miniſter was told, —what 5 
madneſs not to unite all the people of Ireland ö 
in the common cauſe againſt the common ö 
enemy; this warning came from the pro- 
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: phetic voice, Fnac: Was urged with ah zeal, and 
- ability of a Burke, that prodigy of genius 
and ornament of his country; ; yet under all 
theſe awful menacing cireumſtances, we ſee 
that not one of thoſe adviſed ſteps to conci- 
| lite the people of Ireland was purſued; the 


Empire is ſtill governed by the ſame men 
and the ſame counſels, and in the name of 
good ſenſe what well grounded expectation 


can now be entertained, (except we ſuppoſe 
the courſe of nature changed) that at this 
day when the enemy is checked and hum- 
bled, when England is fluſhed with ſucceſs 
after: a feries of victory, and after 2 rebellion 

in Ireland cruſhed, chat ſhe will in the hour 

f of triumph become wiſe, and learn moderation 
from proſperity, and therefore be now more 
ceeaſily induced, or more eaſily terrified to com- 


pliance with our wiſhes and demands !—no, 


; nk it is an idle groundlels e 


— 


By a ds is 1 ſuppoſe generally meant a2 
reform in the commons houſe of Parliament, 
that the people ſhould have a full, and adequate 
repreſentation, that is, to extend, and encreaſe 


the democratic part of the conſtitution; ; any 


other kind of reform would be abortive, and not 
worth 
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worth ee if there were wanting 
an argument to ſhew, how impracticable, and 
unattainable ſuch A meaſure i 15, however deſira- 
ble it muſt be, conſider, that in England ſuch 


reform had long been the favourite meaſure 


of the moſt reſpectable part of the community, 


and the darling object of the bulk of the peo- 
| ple, and that now every i idea of it is abandon- | 


ed, except by a party more zealous, than nu- 
= morous, or reſpectable, the miniſter has fatis- 
fied the people of England, that this would be 
0 dangerous time to attempt any material al- 
teration in the frame of the Legiſlature It i is 
; 'the leading principle, the diſtinguiſhing cha- 

racteriſtic of the preſent adminiſtration to 

reſiſt all ſuch attempts to reform now if the 
miniſter ſhould be induced to yield to the 
wiſhes of the people of Ireland i in this reſpect, 


and grant a reform in parliament with what . 


face? with what conſiſtency could he after- 


| wards, ſtand up in his place, and oppoſe re- 
form in England, when he might well be 
| aſked i ? what objection can you have now to 


reform — will you ſay, this is a time for re- 


form in Ireland, - where the people are greatly _ 
"Fo diſalſefted,—where Mey: have had ſcarce time 
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to tale breath nes che area of rebel- 
lion, an d will you fay now, that it is not a 
time for reform in England, where the peo- 


ple are beyond example, United 1 in the defence | 


of their king, and country: ? or he might be 5. 


| aſked, did he think the people of Ireland more ; 


enlightened, than the people of England, more 


advanced in civilization, and therefore fitter e 
to enjoy the bleſſings of a free conſtitution, _ 


and to exerciſe the rights of a free people ? it 
is too abſurd, to think, that while the con- 
nection laſts with England, reform in Ireland i 
can ever precede reform in England, to re- 
quire me to add another 1 0 "on. the | 


. 


There now remains according to the. order, 
and divifion I laid down to myſelf, the pro- 


poſed mealure of an Union - hich at preſent . 
engages the attention of the people of Ireland; 


that this is attainable, there is little doubt, 


that it is the only efficient, beneficial change, 


that is fo, 1 have myſelf as little doubt the 


queſtion comes to this—ſhall we rem un as we 
are, or ſhalf we embrace the offer of an 


Union ?—in t that 2 change ig neceſ. 
„ VVV 


© 3 * 
| fary,that opinion is not founded merely upon 


the conſideration of the preſent ſtate of the coun- 
try, or of any recent occurrences, my opinion is 
grounded upona conviction; that the ſyſtem under 


vhich we live is radically bad, that the connection 


that now exiſts, and always has exiſted between 


the two countries, is the moſt abſurd, the moſt 
miſchievous, that ever ſubſiſted between any 

tries the firſt law of the connexion 
is, that the Crown of Ireland is for ever annexed 
to the imperial Crown of England ; that who- 
ever may happen to be king of England, is ipſo 
facto king of Ireland — thus independent Ire- 


land has no power to chuſe her own king, nay 
nor to retain her own king only during the 


pleaſure of the people of another country 
would to God, this kind of independence had 


only proved abſurd in theory, but the miſchief 


is fully equ 


to the abſurdity of the connexion 


In the laſt century when the Parliament raiſed 
the ſtandard of rebellion againſt their Sovereign . 


0 Charles, the native Iriſh. remained ſteady in 


their loyalty to the throne, and attachment to 
the perſon of their king, and for that loyalty ' 


they experienced the moſt cruel. perſecution 
. the ufarper Cromwell, or rather the de 


facto 
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© patriotic to ſhed the blood of the country, - 


fatto king of Eight bee: the cloſe of 'the 
ſame « century, and before that generation „ which 


had ſuffered ſo much for their loyalty to their 


ſovereign, had paſſed away, the Iriſh were once 
more to experience the miſchief of the unhappy. 


conne&tion—the | Engliſh Parliament dethroned 5 
King James, but he was ſtill enthroned i in the 


hearts of his Iriſh ſubjects, they diſplayed their 
uſual fidelity, which has ſo diſtinguiſhed the 


Iriſh character i in the page of hiſtory, for which 
as before, they paid moſt dearly, and underwent 
almoſt a century of ſuffering, and perſecution, — 


but the fad tale is too generally known, too 


deeply impreſſed on the minds of Iriſhmen to 
render it neceſſary for me to dwell on; ſo that 


a perſon is almoſt tempted on firſt conſidera- 
tion, to conclude, that the unhappy Iriſh, be 
they loyal, or be they diſloyal are "doomed by 
providence to miſery, and ſuffering,- —bur-a li 
reflection will ſatisfy us, that it naturally 


neceſſarily ariſes out of the ſyſtem under which 


we live, out of thisvery independent connection, 
for the continuance, and perpetuation of which, 
we are gravely told; it would be wiſe; ĩt would be . 


* which * . bled at every pore 
—the 
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| —the regency buſineſs is s within the recollec- 
tion of almoſt every perſon, another proof of 
the abſurdity, and which was likely to have proved 
fully the miſchief alſo of the preſent connecti- 
on— if I wanted further proof of the abſur- 
_ dity, and. miſchief of the preſent connection, 
I need only call to mind, what paſſed the other 
day, when it was propoſed to the Britiſh Par- 
liament, to. take the ſtate of Ireland into their 
- conſideration, and to enquire into the cauſes 
of the diſcontents, and grievances of the people | 
— the . miniſters told the. Britiſh Parliament, 
that they had no power to interfere, that Ire- 
land had a free and independent Parliament of | 
her own, which was alone competent to legillate 6 
for Ireland, and to determine the propoſed 
queſtion— Thus was an inſurmountable bar- 
rier raiſed out of our own independent con- 
nexion againſt all relief, or even enquiry into 
our complaints thus was inſult added to injury 
by this mockery of Iriſh independence—by 
this; it is now proved that under the preſent | 
connection, the Britiſh miniſter, whoſe councils 
muſt ever ſway. Ireland, may commit the 
moſt. flagitious acts of oppreſſion, and cru- 


elty e the peo ple of this country with 
U’ impunity, 


- 


a” 


. return at ſtated intervals, and that a good politi- | 
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impunity, wh the moſt perfect ſecuriey, for be- 


yond the reach of the Iriſh Parliament he is cer- 


. tainly placed, and the Britiſh, never can call him 
to account for any act of mal-adminiftration in 


Treland, as that would be a violation of the con- 


. nection, and of the independence of che Iriſh Parh- 


ament thus we have governers without reſpon- 
fibility—no- governor of ours has to dread an 
impeachment, like the ſucceflors of Warren 
Haſtings even the redreſs, which the wretched 
natives of Indoſtan were held entitled to, muſt. 
under our prefent connection be withheld from 


the people of free, and independent Ireland | 


Under our prefent conneckion we are expoſed 


in the fulleſt manner to Britiſh oppreſſion, but 


we are excluded from Britiſh protection; again 
I repeat it, the ſyſtem is radically bad—it muſt 
be changed Hook to the hiſtary of this connec- 


non, in every page you will fee the diſmal, bale- 


full effects of this wretched ſyſtem written in 


55 characters of blood, filled with diſtraction, and 


diviſion, A ſeries of inſurrections under various 


| ſhapes, and denominations under the preſenr 


connection, i it has almoſt became a maxim in poli- 
tical ſcience, that infarre&ions are periodical, arid _ 


cian 
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cian can ealculate FR happening of. an inſurrees 

tion in Ireland, with as much certainty, as an 25 
daꝛctronomer can the occurrence of an eclipſe, or 

any : other phenomenon of nature — Theſe events 
Which I have juſt ſtated as marking the hiſtory 

of our connection, are undeniable, and within the 

knowledge of almoſt every man in further eo 

detail of this wretched ſyſtem; I have heard from | 

men of experience and more than common ob- 1 
vation; that it has happened, that a certain F 
| pownefyl 1 having fallen out wih the mini- | 
fry a out the ſale df his intereſt, and influence, „ [1 
repaired to the country, where his influence = [ 
lay, in the ſouth, Ind. by 2pegts there, repre- . 
ſented" to the peaſantry the hardſhips they la- 
boured under, tythes in partieular,, and that the 
' beſt way, of - obtaining relief would be by inſur- 
rection; theſe repreſentations had the d eſired 
effect, the wretched peaſantry roſe with fury 
under the name of White Boys, and other ſuch 
denominatio the noble lord then returned in 
ph to the ſear of government, and obtain · : 
ed the terms he ſought for, on promiſe of lend- 
ing his aid in ſuppreſſion of thoſe diſturbances, 
which he himſelf had excited—and after ſhoot- 
ing the deluded victim of bis own treachery 
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tranquillity was for the time reſtored I have 
heard alfo, that at another time, a certain other 


great lord in the oppoſite quarter of the kingdom, 


in the North, by fomenting, and working on the 


prejudiees of the people, engaged them in a re- 
ligious war, and jo deluged a province with blood, 


and oveaſpread it with devaſtation : I will not be- 


lieve, I will not entertain for a moment the idea, 
that this event happened in compliance with the 
wiſhes, or by the contrivance, or permiſſion of 


government, neither will I fay, thoſe things did 
happen exactly in the fame manner, in which - 
have heard them; but it is enough that ſuch a 

thing was feaſible, and practicable to make eve- 


ry friend of humanity,” and his country wiſh, and 


endeavour, to reſtue a people from ſuch -aftate 
of miſery, and debaſement; I have heard it ſaid, 
that it argued great ability, and addreſs in the 
leaders of the late unhappy rebellion to engage 
the lower orders of the people in their cauſe ſo 

generally, fo warmly, and ſo zealouſſy; but who- 


ever would be at the trouble to make themſelves 
icquainted with the peaſantry of Ireland, and 
their diſpoſitions ; would be fatisfied, that it re- 
quired neither ability, nor addreſs in their pre- 
ſent ſtate to excite them to infurrection; though 
| it 


it requires a deal of both to appeaſe, and keep 


the moſt bungling incendiaries without principle, 


or abilities, and with the moſt abandoned, deſpe- : 
rate views, to excite the bulk of the people of 


this nation to inſurrection, and rebellion—let any 
man reffect upon this, and ſay afterwards, no 


change is requiſite I cannot help thinking there 


| is a great analogy between. the ſtate of the maſs 


of the people of this country, and that of the 


people of moſt of the nations of Europe, while 


they continued under a feudal ariſtoeracy the 
bulk of the people under both ſyſtems, I find 


equally wretched; under both ſyſtems there is 


little to be found but the extremes of ſplendor 


and miſery ; tyranny, and ſlavery ; the wretched 
people under that ſyſtem, as under our own, 


often threw away their lives i in fruitleſs inſurrec. 


tions, which were often encouraged, and as often 


| ſopPreſſed by the arjſtocracy—at length the peo- 
ple were relieved from this moſt miſerable of all 


a governments, this moſt oppreſſive of all ſyſtems; * 


and found | peace, and ſecurity under abſolute mo- 
narchy ; now though the change they made, 


was not to the beſt form of government, that 
human 


them in any kind of tranquillity While the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem laſts, it will ever be in the power of 
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human invention could deviſe, yet it was the only 


beneficial change they could obtain, and per- 
| haps the one beſt ſuited to their condition, and 
ſtate and certain it is, it was a happy, happy 


change to the people, which faved them centu- 


ries of ſuffering miſery, and oppreſſion ; now * 


do not ſay, that an incorporation with England, 


is that kind of ſtate 1 mould wiſh Ireland to en- 


ter into under any circumſtances, or chat it is 
that ſtate, by which, I think, ſhe is likely to attain | 
that degree of. national ſplendour, and greatneſs 
of which ſhe is capable, or for which ſhe may be 
deſigned by nature ; far from it, but upon the 
moſt extenſive view of our ſituation; and all cir- 


2 | 


curnſtances attending i it, I'fi incerely think that it 


is the only attainable, beneficial change we can 


look for; a change, under which the oppreſſed, 
harraſſed, fatigued people of Ireland may find re- 
poſe - and I confeſs, I do not feel myſelf ſo far 


impelled by that zeal for theoretic, or ſpecula- | 


tive ſyſtems, that I can bring my felf entirely te o 
overlook every circurnſtance, that f mav v oppo ole. 
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The fate of St. Domingo ought to de à war: 
ning, to afford an awful, and inſtructive 
* _ 


3r F- 
kelon to all reformers, to conſider well the ſtate. 
of a people, their knowledge, their diſpoſitions ;- 
5 ty conſider what amelioration of their condition 
is ſuited to their ſtate, what change they are beſt 
| fitted to receive: the change propoſed to us is 
no violent change, it is no revolution, it is not | 
| like the Union of two countries, which have 
heretofore been ſtrangers to each other, it is the 
Union of two countries long, and clofely con- 
| nected it is the Union of the people of two 
countries, who have been ſubjects of the ſame 
king, who have a perfect ſimilarity in language, 
in cuſtoms, in conſtitution, and in laws: to 
attain a ſimilarity in the two laſt has long been 
the object, and ſtruggle of the moſt exalted pa- 
triots of this country, they have obtained them 
in name, and in form, now let us take them in 
practice, and. i in fubſtance If we were on 4 ſud- 
den to have Jaws introduced by this change, 
foreign, and diſeordant to our laws, and cuſtoms. 
I declare, though I ſhould be: convinced they 
were far ſuperior to our on, I ſhould the firſt 
to oppoſe ſuch a change—of all the injuries, that 
have been committed towards the people of 
| India, I do not think, there was one ſo cru- 
el, as the np to impoſe upon them the 
laws 
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the laws of England in violation 10 their laws, | 


their cuſtoms, and even of their prejudices; —far 


leſs violent is the change propoſed' to us than the 
change effected in the ſtate, and condition. of 
the people of Brabant, and thoſe people of Italy, 

who have been incorporated with the French 
Republic, for. they were long under laws, cuſ- 


toms and. prejudices peculiar to. themſelves, to- 
rally different, and almoſt- abhorrent from thoſe | 


of the nation they mn were United t to. 1 


There is an objetion to an Union, which | 
appears to me fair, and which I feel to have 
conſiderable weight; it is, that we will ſub- 


| je& ourſelves to the burthen of thoſe heavy 
taxes, which England labours under.— The 


anſwer 1 give to this, is, that our ſtrength 


| under an Union will encreaſe, and become 


equal to the encreaſed weight, and prſſure, 
comes unreſtrained, 
our trade unſhackled, when our laws ſhall be 
ſteadily executed, and purely admi niſtered, 
when we ſhall enjoy in ſubſtance, and in prac- 
tice the ſame conſtitution, and enjoy equal 
law, and equal rights with England, and poſ- 


felled as Ireland. is in e of greater 


natural 


3 


datoral ſources of weak: "Hh does it fol- 
low, that under ſuch a change, we ſhould not 
be able to contribute our ſhare of taxes to the 
revenue of the Empire ? and great as the taxes 


will then be, I do not ſee how they can much 
exceed the expences of the preſent defective 


ſyſtem, between what we pay in foreign 
tribute, and domeſtic exactions But what 
"30 worth A volume of abſtract reaſoning we 


have the moſt convincing proofs drawn from a 


arguments of experience we ſee that Wales, 
2 country to which nature has dealt her gifts, 
and her bounty, with rather a ſparing hand— 
we ſce that Wales incorporated with England 
is happy, and that ſhe bears her proportion of 
the ſame burthenſome taxes with England 
we ſee that Scotland by the Union, ſub- 
jetted herſelf to her proportion of the taxes 
a. England, mn and, vet we do not hear 


„„ 


any particular grievance in n this 70 And 


furely i in 1 the n merits of this queſtion, 
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have. flowed 5 the Union to Scotland, a 
country which from the ferility of its ſoil, and 


- "ts ungenial clime, has been ſaid to be the droſs 
of the earth; that at the time of its Union 
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0 " with: | difſenſion, and divifion ; the after the 


Union, its wounds began to heal, peace, and 
tranquillity viſited the land; the people ac- 


quired habits of induſtry, a ſpirit of order, 


and obedience to the laws. Scotland became 


the land of ſcience, | and attained a name high 
in the republic of letters. Scotland was not 
intended by nature to be a wealthy nation, 
but ſince, and only ſince the Union, ſhe enjoys, 
what in my mind is preferable to great wealth, 
Tat happy , enviable ſtate, in which the low- 


eft peaſant may eat his humble meal in peace, and 
fleep in ſecurity. That ftate with which ill-fated 


Ireland has never yet been bleſſed with. That 
our commerce will be improved, and extended 
by an Union, is an opinion fanQtioned, and prov. 
ed by the oppoſition, that has ever been ſhewn, 
and is now expected to be given'to the mea- 


ſure by the merchants of England, a body 
ſuppoſed to be guided by their own intereſt, 
as much as any other ſet of men, and certainly 


poſſeſſed. of as much knowledge, and infor- 
mation, on this ſubje&—they are of opinion, 


that by an Union, f commerce e of Ireland 
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; muſt. proſper at the expence of that of Eng- 
7 land. How can it be otherwiſe ?—Shall we 
not receive that conſtitution, to the enjoyment 
: of which England owes all her commercial 
greatneſs, ſplendour, power, and glory ?—lt i is 
not to extent of territory, it is not to ex- 
tent of population, that ſhe owes her unpre- 
cedented commerce, a commerce co- extenſive 
with the known world, nor to ſuperior fertility 
of ſoil, but to the tranquillity, liberty, free- 
dom, and law ſecured to her by her unrival- 
led conſtitution. A great deal has been faid 
about the natural advantages of Ireland, and 
with juſtice, but there are various parts of 
Africa poſſeſſed of equal, if not greater natu- 
val advantages, both from relative ſituati- 
on, placed as it were in the centre of the 
globe and internal capacities for extenſive 


commerce, but for want of a ſtable, regular, 


efficient government all thoſe advantages 
lie neglected, juſt as ' thoſe of Ireland do; 
and while our preſent ſyſtem continues 
without a change, they will lie dormant and- 
unimproved till doomſday, —There are ma- 
ny minute objections which may be ſtart- 
ed to the meaſure of an Union, fome I 
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am aware of, and think could readily. be 


obviated, but their introduction and refu- 
tation would only tend to perplex the diſcuſ- 
ſion. —It is a great queſtion, having I think 
many powerful arguments for its ſupport, 


It ought therefore to be diſcuſſed, and com- 


bated on the broadeſt principles of reaſoning; ; 
and petty objections, and n ſhould not Is 
admitted. | F462 


— 6 


The meaſure, I underſtand has met ſome 


: early, and warm oppoſition, part of this op- 


poſition has proceeded from the Bar —a pro- 


{eſſion which Ilook to with the greateſt reſpect, 
for which I am myſelf an humble candidate. — | 


This body have deelared, that an Union 
would be a dangerous innovation. —I have 


ventured to declare my opinion to the con · 


trary, and have given my reaſons, ſuch as 
they are, for ſo doing. — It was with difficul. 


ty, and deference I could bring myſelf to dif. 


ſent from ſo reſpectable a body. But I felt 
this too important a queſtion for any man to 
ſurrender. his judgment, or yield to the au- 
thority of any ſet of men, be they ever 


ſo reſpectable. —In what they have done, 
| do 


of 
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- heed; believe them ſincere, that they were 
actuated at aß by an honeſt zeal, and 
by pure motives.—It has been inſinuated, that 
. they were influenced by the ſuppoſed intereſts 
of the Profeſſion, I cannot believe, that ſuch 
a liberal body could be influenced by any ſor- 
did views, or actuated by any-petty motives, 
upon a queſtion involving the deareſt intereſts 
.of their country, and the happineſs of gene- 
rations to come — beſides, whoever ſuppoſes the 
intereſts of the profeſſion to be in danger, Icon- 
ceive to lie under a great miſtake. It is cer- | 
tain the profeſſion exiſts but with commerce, 
and muſt proſper, and flouriſh, as commerce 
proſpers and flouriſhes. — The views. of parlia- 
| mentary lawyers, of petty politicians will be 
blaſted by an Union—the. road to the bench 
will no longer he through the Houſe of Com- 
mons, but preferment will then be the re- 
ward of the exertions of genius, talents, and 
induſtry, and I cannot conceive, how any ho- 
nourable man, whatever might be his fate, 5 
would wiſh to ſucceed by any other means. 


I am now drawing to the concluſion of theſe 
pages, and I have been for ſome time reflect - 


ing 


"ing upon the Nate of eſpe in Europe, 
| are ſuppoſed, to ſuffer under the worſt, 
; and moſt deſpotie government. Poland of 
| courſe has fallen wit nn the bes of y con- 
"te nplation, and enquiry, but there 1 find, 
though the people are in.a Kate of raflalage, 
yet their proprietors, and lords are found to 
take the ſame care of them, that they do's of 
their cattle, or any other kind of property.— 
| My thoughts then turned to Turkey, and 
Iam not ſure, whether the wretched Greek 
under the Turkiſh Empire, has a greater 
| chance for happineſs, than the Iriſh peaſant, 
but, from all the information I poſleſs upon 
the ſubject, the moſt. ſerious, and deliberate 
opinion 1 can form, is, that the Mahometan, 
N under the Turkiſh government has a govern- 
ment more calculated to promote bis bappi-. 
neſs (as far as the happineſs of man can be in- 
| fluenced by the government under which he 
lives) than the maſs of the people of Ireland - 
have, or in my opinion, can have under the 
preſent ſyſtem, and with the preſent connecti- 


on; and I think the Turkiſh Divan is better . 


framed, and more concerned to conſult the 
happineſs, and promote the welfare of the peo- 


ple, than any aa parliament, that can ra- 
tionally | 


EE ee ee eee ed 


r —— « 


555 13 45 ; $1627" . 7 5 : a = S E's 
4 : 7 5 AY. , þ : 8 : 
$2 ö x \ v3 « 2 . * Bs 4 * 
8 rl - . * . 0 g "TON 4 
8 1 : / 1 Re os LT * f 
k x s ? LEG Sz. id is N 
5 8 2 * 4 5 93 ; ; 1 % 
OM F ; r . 
. 7 a! * 24 * 
* * x 7 5 be 


T7 ua be Spa: EY the. exillcnge. of 


the preſent connection, niodelled ; as it t is, . 
; has booty with Great t Britain. Is . 
OY this wary * rl dealt "ith , 
hardly.” and ſeverely by England cannot be 
denied; that England has treated Ireland as 
badly, 28 other nations generally have done 
thoſe countries, which were ſimilarly ſub- 
jected to their power, is likewiſe unde- 
niable. It has been ſaid, that it was the 
policy of England to reduce us to our preſent 
ſtate, i in order to force us to yield, and accept : 
an Union; if it be ſo, we ought to remem- 
ber, that ſhe has till the ſame power, and ſho 
may {till have the ſame inclination to purſue 
the ſame policy.—And it in the name of God, | 
are we to wait till we are reduced to the low- : 
eſt ebb of miſery, and diſtreſs, before we are 
induced to accept the olive branch of peace! 85 
No, this is the time of all others, i in which : 
an Union is tnoſt ſeaſonable, and moſt neceſ- | 
_ ſary from the commencement of the connec- N 
tion with England to this hour the country 
never required a change more, than it does at 
| preſent, and certainly there i never was 2 time, 
| when 


when England would give us an Union upon 

ſach fair, and liberal terms, terms ſo benene- 

ſicial to this country.— This 1 is an auſpicioug 
moment for ſuch a meaſure, we ought not 

reject it.—I ſhall now conclude with a remark. | 
which has often of late been miſapplied, but if 
ever it applies, it muſt be on the preſent OCCa-, 
ſion We may be e better, —We cannot t be 
. worle,” 1 
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